
Wrestling with the Sovereignty of God & the Freedom of Relationship 

Romans Chapters 15:14-33 
 

 

Paul is in essence done with his letter…his narrative laying out God’s righteousness as 

seen in Messiah, to Israel and reaching thru to the Gentiles 

And now, Paul will simply get personal with the little church in Rome 

And here, in this section we have maybe Paul’s longest most extensive discussion on his 

apostolic calling 

II Corinthians as a whole is written to this, but here just one long passage in an otherwise 

letter addressing something else 

Again, remember we have a church of maybe no more than 100 people, in a city with 

over a million 

You think they might need some outreach help? Some hope? Some guidance? 

How do you make an impact here? Where do you start? 

Like Nate in Oakland 

Remember again, he wants to go on to Spain 

His hope is that he will start affecting the Western Mediterranean 

This little church doesn’t need a bunch of trite slogans 

Little “faith” statements, or booklets 

This church needs perspective, depth, understanding, history…a DEEP sense of God and 

what He is about, has accomplished, how Messiah fulfills, where Jew and Gentile fit in, 

where they fit in 

 

The passage divides in two: 

a) Romans 15:14-24 = Paul’s intention to complete his work thru Rome to 

Spain 

b) Romans 15:25-33 = His upcoming visit to Jerusalem 

 

• Romans 15:14 

What can you gather about Paul and more importantly this church? 

You can tell from this obviously this church isn’t having real internal issues other than 

understanding how they fit together 

• Romans 15:15-16 

What does Pul here say is the purpose of the letter then? 

Reminder 

• Romans 1:5, 12:3 

What is Paul’s calling here and how do the Gentiles fit? What does he reference to 

explain it? 

His task is to make sure when the Gentiles offer themselves to God, they are pleasing 

Cool…remember Paul is on is way to Jerusalem, and the Temple 

It is on his mind 

And Paul is redefining what the sacrifice is…remember Romans 12:1-2? 

• Romans 15:17-19a 

What the Messiah has accomplished THRU him 

And his boast is that he has been faithful 



• Romans 15:19b-21 

An amazing statement – he has made the Gospel knows from Jerusalem in the Southeast 

To Illyricum off of the Balkan Coast opposite of Italy in the Northwest 

There is no record of this by the way, not even in Acts this far north 

Probably missionary journeys we aren’t even aware of 

Before Paul started, Asia Minor and Greece had never heard of Jesus 

• Isaiah 52:13-15 

Isaiah spoke of the Suffering Servant being announced before Kings and Nations 

It is already happening 

 

• Romans 15:22-24 

All roads led to Rome, the center of the known world 

So this must have been somewhat perplexing 

But Paul is not content, and neither should they be 

Was terrific Paul was a Roman citizen…allowed him travel anywhere within the empire 

1. Obvious now why it took so long for Paul to reach them 

2. He has accomplished his mission in the Mediterranean 

3. They now are a base for his to launch from moving West 

 

• Romans 15:25-29 

Paul knew he was walking into a difficult situation 

Not sure he knew it would cost him years, and almost his life 

This money exchange is more than just poverty isn’t it. What is Paul suggesting? Why? 

Reciprocal 

The Gentiles are in dept to the Jews 

And it is a sign to the Jews of unity 

And for the Jews to accept it would also be a sign of acceptance of the Gentiles in unity 

Paul was eventually beaten up, nearly lynched, put on trial illegally, held in prison for 2 

years, before being escorted to Rome to Caesar 

 

• Romans 15:30-33 

He concludes with a request for prayer 

a) that he himself will be rescued 

b) that his ministry will be acceptable to God’s people 

 

• Proverbs 19:21 

You can really see God integrating the plans of man, the free will choices of man, both 

good and bad, with His involvement 

Paul probably never reached Spain…does that matter? 
 


